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Part I.  Listening 

Task 1. Listen to the extract from a story. Read the statements and decide if they are ‘TRUE’ or 

‘FALSE’.  For questions 1 - 7, circle your answer in the answer sheet. 

1)  Mrs. Snow was sick and had little money. TRUE FALSE 

2)  Nancy told Pollyanna what a nice lady Mrs. Snow was. TRUE FALSE 

3)  Mrs. Snow’s room was quite dark. TRUE FALSE 

4)  Pollyanna believed that Mrs. Snow was a beautiful woman. TRUE FALSE 

5)  Mrs. Snow told Pollyanna about a ‘glad’ game. TRUE FALSE 

6)  Pollyanna said that Mrs. Snow could feel happy because other 

people could visit her.  

TRUE FALSE 

7)   Mrs. Snow realized that she could do something useful even 

though she had to stay at home.  

TRUE FALSE 

(Total 7 marks) 

 

Part II.  Reading 

Task 1. Read the text. There are five parts in the text. Choose the correct heading (A - F) for each 

part (1 – 5). There is one heading, which you do not need to use. For questions 1 – 5, write the 

letter (A - F) in the answer sheet. 

1.  Less than 30% of Earth’s surface is land – there are seven continents and thousands 

of islands. Some islands are in the middle of an ocean, and others are near the 

mainland. Islands can form in a lot of different ways. Some of them were formed about 

20,000 years ago. First, Earth was very, very cold and lots of water from the ocean froze 

into ice, and the sea level went down everywhere. Later, Earth became warmer and a 

lot of the ice melted, and the sea level went up. Places that were valleys and mountains 

20,000 years ago became seas and islands.  

2.  The animals and plants on some islands grow in different ways from the species on 

the mainland. Some species live on only one island and nowhere else on Earth. 
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Hispaniola solenodons live on one island called Hispaniola, in the Caribbean Sea. 

Solenodons are about 50 cm long. They have a long nose and they are the only mammal 

with poison in their teeth. They use their nose and teeth to hunt insects and other small 

animals.  

3.  After volcanoes erupt on islands, the lava cools and forms rock. Birds sometimes 

drop plants and seeds onto the rock when they are flying over. Plants can grow because 

the rock contains minerals. When the plants die, they form soil and then more plants 

grow. Plants grow very well in the fertile soil near extinct volcanoes on islands.  

4.  The dodo only lived on the island of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean. Birds usually fly 

away from danger, but thousands of years ago there weren’t any other animals on 

Mauritius that hunted the dodo. The dodo didn’t need to escape by flying, so it flew less 

and less every year. When Europeans came in 1507, the dodo wasn’t scared and it 

couldn’t fly. The Europeans’ dogs, rats, and cats ate all the dodos. The last dodo died by 

about 1700, and the dodo became extinct. 

5.  Tristan da Cunha is one of the most remote islands on Earth. It’s in the middle of the 

Atlantic Ocean. The weather isn’t cold, but the Atlantic winds are strong. There are a lot 

of ocean birds, like albatrosses and penguins. About 300 people live on Tristan da 

Cunha, and they share only eight family names. They are families of the people who 

came to the island in 1816. They speak English. Most people are farmers or fishermen. 

There isn’t an airport, and ships only visit a few times every year. In the past, it was 

hard to communicate with the rest of the world, but now people have telephones and 

the Internet.   

A. Life on a far-away island 

B. Good conditions for growth 

C. Big islands 

D. How they lived and died out  

E. Where Islands are and how they appear 

F. Amazing creatures  

 

1. _________     2. __________     3. __________     4. _________     5. __________ 

(Total 5 marks) 
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Task 2. Read the text. Read the statements (6 -13) and decide if they are ‘TRUE’,  ‘FALSE’ or the 

information is NOT STATED. For questions 6 – 13, circle your answer in the answer sheet. TRUE – T, 

FALSE – F, NOT STATED – NS 

Roberts began by repeating all the information they had gathered so far. He pointed 

many times to the maps and plans hanging on the wall behind him. He explained that 

the Professor’s car had been met at the entrance to the airport. The driver of the car 

said that the man who met them ‘looked like a plain-clothes policeman’. This man told 

the driver to go to a building at the end of a private road. He said that the plane for 

Manchester was delayed by twenty minutes, and the Professor could sit in the special 

waiting room. 

‘The Professor entered this door marked with a red arrow’, said Roberts, pointing to a 

plan of the airport. ‘That was the last time anyone saw him. The door leads to a group of 

offices that are not in use at the moment’. 

He paused for a second and then asked, ‘Does anyone have any questions at this point?’ 

No one spoke, so he continued. ‘So far we have not been able to discover how the 

Professor was removed from the building. It must have been done within the next two 

hours. The kidnappers probably knew that after that time, the Professor would be 

reported missing, and the search would begin’.    

Roberts paused and the Assistant Commissioner asked, ‘Is that a very busy part of the 

airport?’ 

‘Not very busy,’ he replied. Pointing to another group of buildings on the plan, he went 

on, ‘These offices are directly opposite the building where the Professor was taken. 

They are also out of use at the moment. All day yesterday, men were working there 

repairing the roof. All these men have been questioned, and no one seems to have 

noticed anything unusual. There is only one way Nicol could have got out of the 

building without making people suspicious. They must have tricked him into walking 

out with them. As you know, the airport is very large, and passengers are often taken to 

the planes by bus, or by car if they are important’.  
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6)  Roberts met the Professor at the airport. T F NS 

7)  The plane was late. T F NS 

8)  The Professor knew the people who took him to the departure 
lounge.  

T F NS 

9)  Roberts found out that the Professor was forced to leave the 
airport.  

T F NS 

10)  The kidnappers couldn’t wait for two hours to leave with the 
Professor. 

T F NS 

11)  There were some workers in that part of the airport where the 
Professor was taken. 

T F NS 

12)   The Professor had no chance to leave unnoticed.  T F NS 

13)   The kidnappers must have lied to the Professor.   T F NS 

(Total 8 marks) 

Task 3. Read the text and questions (14 – 18) below. Choose the correct answer (A – D) for each 

question. For questions 14 – 18, write the correct letter (A – D) in the answer sheet. 

On 4 December 1872 the British ship Dei Gratia was crossing the Atlantic Ocean to Europe. As 

the ship came close to the Azores, the captain of the ship, Captain Morehouse, suddenly saw a 

mysterious dark spot on the horizon. ‘What could it be?’ he thought, and he ordered some of 

his crew to go and investigate. When the crew of the Dei Gratia came close to the spot, they 

saw that it was a ship – the Mary Celeste. But something was very wrong. There were no signs 

of life on the Mary Celeste. Apparently it had sailed on its course for 370 nautical miles as a 

ghost ship. It had navigated without a navigator. 

In 1861 a ship called the Amazon was built. But the Amazon had bad luck from the start. It was 

badly damaged during its first voyage in 1862 and shortly after there was a fire on board. 

During the years that followed there were many other accidents on the ship. The Amazon was 

finally sold and its name was changed to the Mary Celeste. But the new owners did not know 

the superstition that it is bad luck to change a ship’s name. 

Many sailors did not want to sail on the ship because they thought it was unlucky, and so it 

was very difficult to find a crew.  Finally enough sailors were found to make a crew of seven 

men. The new captain of the Mary Celeste was 37-year-old Benjamin Briggs, a sailor with 

great experience.  

On the morning of 5 November 1872 the Mary Celeste left New York harbor. The weather that 

day was perfect for sailing. On board the ship were Captain Briggs, his wife Sarah, their two-

year-old daughter Sophia and a crew of seven men. The ship’s destination was Genoa, Italy. 

Captain Briggs’ log book shows that the first fifteen days of the voyage were calm, and the 

wind and weather were good. 

But once the ship came near to the Azores, the weather suddenly changed. Captain Briggs 

wrote in his log book that there was a storm with a lot of wind. At first this did not worry him, 

because he was an expert navigator. As the hours passed, the wind became stronger and the 
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weather got much worse. The night of 24 November was very stormy. At 5 a.m. on 25 

November Captain Briggs wrote in his log book that he could see the island of Santa Maria, but 

he did not stop there.  

He sailed north of the island of Santa Maria. This was very strange because the most direct 

route to the Strait of Gibraltar, entrance to the Mediterranean Sea, is south of the island. Why 

did he go north instead of south? Perhaps he wanted to leave the stormy route and look for 

better weather. In any case, in the early morning of 25 November the Mary Celeste sailed 

along the northern coast of the island. 

Then something terrible happened on the Mary Celeste – something so unexpected and 

shocking that we must suppose Captain Briggs abandoned the ship and got into the lifeboat 

with his wife, daughter and crew. No one heard from them or saw them again.  

14) Captain Morehouse A. saw Dei Gratia from the board of his ship.   
B. was planning to meet with the Mary Celeste. 
C. was looking for the Mary Celeste. 
D. found nobody on board of the Mary Celeste. 

15) The Amazon A. and the Mary Celeste were build in Britain. 
B. got a different name because it had lost a battle. 
C. was named differently but its owners didn’t know 

that it was a bad sign. 
D. was lucky to get out of some serious troubles 

without any damage. 

16) Mary Celeste 

 

A. left for Italy with a few people on board. 
B. left New York although the weather forecast wasn’t 

good.  
C. was in bad condition when it left the harbor in New 

York. 
D. was unlucky from the very beginning of its voyage 

to New York.  

17) Captain Briggs 

 

A. didn’t worry about the storm because he knew how 
to manage a ship in such situations. 

B. felt that he didn’t have enough experience to deal 
with the storm. 

C. was nervous because the sailors were scared. 
D. decided to find a good place to stop till the storm 

was over. 

18) The people from 
the Mary Celeste 

 

A. left the ship because it had been badly damaged. 
B. had to sail away on a boat because of some 

unknown reason.  
C. didn’t want to tell the story of their ship when they 

came back on shore.  
D. were found dead on the ship.    

 

 (Total 5 marks) 
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Part III. Use of English 

Task 1. Read the sentences (1 – 10) and choose the correct word or phrase (A – C)  to complete the 

sentences to complete the gaps. For questions 1 – 10, circle your answer A, B or C in the answer 

sheet. 

1. A: Have you ever been to Paris? 
    B: Yes, I have. In fact, I’ve ______ come 
back from there. 

 

A. already  
B. just 
C. yet  

2. ______ Paris like? 
 

A. What’s 
B. How’s 
C. Does 

 
3. In Britain you _______ get married 

when you’re 16.  
 

A. will 
B. can 
C. have to 

4. A:   I think the tea is too sweet. 
    B:  So _____ I!  

 

A. do 
B. am 
C. think 

 
5. He ______ his leg in an accident.  

 
A. breaking 
B. broken 
C. broke 

 
6. Why did you decide ______ English? 

 
A. learning 
B. learn 
C. to learn 

 
7. Because English is ______ all over the 
world.  

 

A. spoken 
B. speaks 
C. speaking 

 
8. _______ you have to study English at 
school? 

 

A. Had 
B. Must 
C. Did 

 
9. Yes, but I didn’t learn ________.  

 
A. much 
B. a lot of 
C. many 

 
10. I don’t like _______ on the menu. 

 
A. nothing 
B. something  
C. anything   

(Total 10 marks) 
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Task 2. Read the text. Write the words (11 – 21) in the correct form. For questions 11 – 21, write 

your answer in the answer sheet. 

‘I know that the Minister has a special 11) _________________ (INTERESTING) in the Welltown 
Research Centre. I am not surprised that he should be 12) ________________ (WORRY) if one of 
the scientists disappears. But is there something else about Professor Nicol I should know?’ 
‘There 13) __________________ (CERTAIN) is,’ said the Assistant Commissioner. ‘Listen, Roberts. I 
am sure you have heard how important the element of uranium is in 14) _______________ 
(ATOM) power. At Welltown, they have just 15) ________________ (DISCOVERY) a new way of 
obtaining uranium. It is fast, safe and cheap. They say it is the greatest discovery in science 
since the war’. 
‘Well, if Professor Nicol has been kidnapped, he will have a very 16) ________________ 
(PLEASURE) time. The 17) __________________ (KIDNAP) will probably try to get as much 
information out of him as they can. But is it possible that he 18) ______________ (APPEAR) 
because he wanted to?’ 
‘You mean you think he might have gone over to the other side – to the Russians? I don’t think 
so, but in a situation like this, we must look at every 19) __________________ (POSSIBLE).  
Robert raised himself from the chair and smoothed down his jacket. Although he was a large 
man, he moved 20) ________________ (SURPRISE) 21) _______________ (EASE).  
 
 (Total 22 marks) 
 

Task 3. Complete the gaps in the text. Write just one word in each gap. For questions 22 – 27, 

write your answer in the answer sheet. 

On October 27th, the Terra Nova arrived 22) _________________ Wellington, New Zealand. When 

Scott came off the ship, 23) ______________________ newspaper man walked up to him. 

‘Captain Scott! Captain Scott! 24) ____________________  I talk to you, please!’ he said. 

Scott stopped and smiled. ‘Yes, of course,’ he said. ‘What 25) ___________________ you want to 

know?’ 

‘Are you 26) _____________________ to win?’ the man asked. 

‘Win?’ Scott asked. ‘Win what?’ 

‘Win the race to the South Pole, of course’, the newspaper man said. ‘It’s a race between you 

and Amundsen, now. Look at this!’ He gave a newspaper to Scott. Scott looked at it. It said: 

‘FRAM RACES SCOTT TO SOUTH POLE. ‘We’re going to win! says Amundsen’… 

Later that day, he talked to his men. He gave them the newspaper, and laughed. 

‘It doesn’t matter’, he said. ‘We’re in front of Amundsen, and we have more men, and more 

money. He has only eight men, and a lot of dogs. I know about dogs – they don’t work in the 

Antarctic. We have sixteen men and the new motor sledges – they are 27)______________ better. 

And tomorrow the ponies are coming. We need ponies, motor sledges, and good strong British 

men – that’s all. Forget about Amundsen! He’s not important!’ 

(Total 12 marks) 
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Task 4. Read the sentences (28 - 37) and choose the best reply (A – L). For questions 28 - 37, write 

the correct letter (A – L) in the answer sheet. Be careful! There are two extra replies. 

28) I’ve left a book at home. 
 

29)  I’ve got an exam tomorrow. 
 

30) Could you do me a favour? 
 

31) Can I have a piece of cake? 
 

32) I’m sorry. He’s not here right now. Can I 
take a message? 

 

33) Hi, Jack. Where’re you? 
 

34) It’s my birthday today. 
 

35) Hi, Amanda. What’s up? 
 

36) It’s getting dark. Do you have the time? 
 

37) Do you mind turning the music down? 
 

A. Congratulations!   
B. Sure. Help yourself. 
C. Never mind.  
D. It’s quarter after eight.  
E. Sure. Anything. What do you 

need? 
F. Good luck! 
G. Well, I was wondering if you’d like 

to go for a bite? 
H. Sure. What’s on your mind? 
I.  Yes. Can you tell him Sandra 

called?  
J. I’m almost downtown. 
K. I’m fed up with this mess. 
L. No, not at all! I guess it’s a bit loud! 

 

28) _____ 29) _____ 30) _____ 31) _____ 32) _____ 33) _____ 34) _____ 35) _____ 36) ____ 37) _____ 
(Total 10 marks) 

 

Part IV. Cultural knowledge 

Task 1. Read the sentences and complete the gaps. For questions 1 – 6, circle your answer (A – C) in 

the answer sheet. 

1) Which of these years did the Great Fire occur? 
A. 1666               B. 1890          C. 1780 

 
2) The biggest state in the USA is 

A. California      B. Texas        C. Alaska 
 

3) What do Americans celebrate on July 4th? 
       A. The Discovery of America         B. Flag Day    C. Independence Day 

 
4) Which president freed the slaves? 
       A. John Kennedy         B. Martin Luther King Jr.        C. Abraham Lincoln 
 
5) Where’s the White House located? 
   A. San Francisco            B. Washington       C. New York 
 
6) The English language developed from ____________ language. 

      A.   Anglo-Saxon         B. Celtic           C. Roman 
(Total 6 marks) 


